
How to Use Concordances (Print 
& Electronic) for Word Studies

Modified and Updated from the 
“huconcordance” document to 

Include Logos Features



Disclaimer

Use the following link to get a 10% discount on various Logos 
Bible Software packages and 10 free digital books.
https://partner.logosbible.com/click.track?CID=431490&AFID=564086

I am using Logos® features to create sample content for this 
presentation. Other online or downloadable software 
applications may contain similar features that do the same thing. 
I have used Logos for over 20 years now, so it’s what I know. This
is not meant to disparage or discourage the use of other 
applications you may be familiar with that have similar features. 
This presentation is not intended to describe HOW to create the 
content I’m showing. Logos has several built-in tutorials available
for its various features.

https://partner.logosbible.com/click.track?CID=431490&AFID=564086


Using an English Concordance

• An English concordance (print or electronic) allows 
you to look up any word that occurs in a particular 
version of the Bible and find all its occurrences in 
that version.

• Popular English versions include Strong’s (KJV) and 
NIV Exhaustive Concordance (NIVEC). Many 
computer and Internet Bible programs use the 
“search” feature to function as a concordance.

• Print versions of Greek-English and Hebrew-English 
concordances keyed to the same number systems as 
Strong’s or modern versions (G/K) are available.



Defining the Study

• Let’s say you’re doing a study on Hebrews 
13:17–18, a passage about leadership. One of
your first checks might be to look at several
versions of the Bible to see how it’s translated.
You notice the following, which I’ve created 
using the “Compare Translations” feature in 
Logos®.



Logos Bible Comparison



Key Observation

• You might be wondering why the NIV has 
“Have confidence” when all of the other 
versions have “Obey.”

• You also notice that the previous version of
the NIV (1984 translation) has “Obey,” but the 
updated 2011 version made the switch to 
“Have Confidence.”

• Let’s start with the 1984 version of NIV and 
find out what other passages have “obey.”



A portion of the “obey” entry from the printed 
version of the NIVEC for the 1984 version

•The boldface “o” indicates that this is where the word 
“obey” appears in the text. Other words that are translated 
from the Greek word appear in boldface (e.g., James 3:3). 
Helper words (e.g., “do”) or words implied by the grammar 
(e.g., “for”) are in italics (1 Peter 4:17). “NIG” means a 
corresponding Greek word is not found in the Greek NT.



Other features of NIVEC

Read the “How-to” in the print version for details on 
how the Concordance is arranged. I’ll provide a quick 
summary here.

• Each entry line is called a “context line.”

• The G/K numbers correspond to the dictionary in 
the back of the concordance. Roman for Hebrew; 
italic for Greek.

• NIG/NIH mean Not in Greek/Not in Hebrew

• The headword contains information about related 
forms of the word, its frequency, and a summary of 
G/K numbers used to translate the word.



Logos “Concordance” Feature

• Here’s what the same section of the 
customizable concordance looks like in Logos.



Logos Concordance Info

• Logos is built around the Strong’s Greek 
number, but all resources are cross-referenced 
to the G/K and Louw & Nida number systems.

• In the Logos list, you can right-click the Greek 
number for several options, including a search 
page on the Greek word to see how it’s 
translated elsewhere (see sample later).

• The Greek lemma (dictionary form) is shown 
as a visual cue for the different words used.



Looking up the Greek Word

• In the NIVEC, if you turn to the “Greek-English 
Dictionary” in the back section and look for 4275, 
you will find this summary:



Explaining the Dictionary Entry

• The entry shows the Greek or Hebrew word 
with its transliteration

• When referencing a Greek or Hebrew word in 
a research paper or blog post, use the 
transliteration at a minimum, including the 
special characters (ē, ō). Do not use the 
number to reference the word!

• The entry also contains the part of speech and 
all the English words that it translates to.

• See the front matter for more detailed info.



Why is this important?
• One of the most important reasons to utilize a 

concordance is to perform a “word study” on 
key words in your target text.

• A concordance helps you see the “range of 
meaning” of a particular Greek or Hebrew 
word, that is, what is the broad usage of the 
word throughout a testament.



Why is this important?

• A word study helps you decide which one of 
those meanings was the author’s intended 
meaning in your target passage. A biblical 
author rarely uses a word to imply more than 
one meaning, and he certainly doesn’t intend 
to suggest that the reader can choose from 
the different meanings, as the Amplified Bible 
suggests.



Expediting the Process
• As you might imagine, it could get rather 

involved looking up each English word in the 
translation list in the NIVEC and trying to find 
the specific verses that have that word 
number.

• A much easier way would be to use a Greek-
English or Hebrew-English concordance with 
English context lines. Sample entries from the 
Greek-English Concordance (based on the NIV) 
for peithō (4275) follow.



The Whole Entry



A portion of the Logos Entry



The Greek-English Concordance

• Words are alphabetical in Greek; the number 
system follows that order.

• As in the English version, the English 
translation of the word is boldface with helper 
words in italics

• As with the NIVEC, [+#] indicates one or more 
words were used together to make the one 
translation.



Logos 
Bible 
Word 
Study 
Feature

You can see the 
word is only 
translated 
“obey” three 
times in the NIV 
1984 version.



Logos 
Bible 
Word 
Study 
Feature

This is from 
the NIV 2011 
version. The 
word is only 
translated 
“obey” once.



Blueletterbible.org
• The Web site www.blueletterbible.org has an 

excellent setup to explore the Greek and Hebrew 
behind the English text.

• When you go to the Web site, type in any verse. 
You will see a series of boxes next to each verse. 
Click the “C” box, and the Greek or Hebrew text 
will open, with all forms parsed and with all 
words (in the Strong’s numbering system; 
different from the NIV numbers) hyperlinked.

• When you click the Strong’s number, you will get 
a Greek-English Concordance-style listing.

http://www.blueletterbible.org/




Blueletterbible.org



Blueletterbible.org
• Note that when you click a word number, you get 

Strong’s outlined definition of the word, a lexicon 
(Thayer’s) entry, and a list of all complete verses in 
which the word occurs.

• Note that the count in a KJV bible might be different 
than in a NIV translation because each uses a different 
underlying Greek texts.

• Note the “continue” option allows you to access all of 
the verses in blocks of 20 or so. On the screen shot on 
the left in the previous slide, note the access to 
different study materials based on this passage.

• This Web site has much to offer. Explore!
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