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Theology: 

Believe in the same God as Christians (Deuteronomy 6:4) 

The Shemai: Shemai Yisrael, Adonai Elohainu Adonai echad. 

“Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God is the LORD alone.” 

 

Two Traditions: 

Sephardic (from Sepharad = “Spain”; Spain, Portugal, North Africa, Middle East) 

Ashkenazic (from Ashkenaz = “Germany”; France, Germany, Eastern Europe) 

 

Scripture and Key Texts: 

What Christians call the Old Testament (OT) is their primary religious text. 

TaNaKH: 

Torah  

“Instruction” (Genesis–Deuteronomy; also known as the Pentateuch) 

Nebi’im  

“Prophets” 

History (Joshua–2 Kings, except Ruth) 

Major and minor prophets (Isaiah–Ezekiel; Hosea–Malachi) 

Khetubim 

“Writings” 

Wisdom Literature (Job–Song of Solomon, but not in that order) 

The rest (Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, 1–2 Chronicles) 

 

Mishnah (lit. “What is repeated”): 

 Codification of Jewish oral law prominent around the time of Jesus 

 Compiled by R. Judah the Patriarch 

 Came into its final written form ca. A.D. 200. 

 Mishnah teachers are called Tanna’im 

 

Talmud 

 Commentary on Mishnah 

 Written from 3
rd

–6
th

 centuries 

 Mishnah text is placed in the center of the page, and Talmudic commentary is written 

around it. 

 

Shulkhan Arukh (“Set Table”) includes Mappah (“Tablecloth”) 

Rules for Jewish living adopted by Sephardic and Ashkenazic Jews. 



 

Salvation: 

Comes from living a moral, ethical life according to Jewish religious law. 

 R. Hillel: “What is hateful to you, do not do to others.” 

 R. Akiva: “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev 19:17) summarizes the essence of the 

Torah. 

Key concept: khesed “lovingkindness, mercy”. 

 

Ritual: 

Barukhim (“Blessings”) 

Baruch ata Adonai Elohainu melekh haOlam 

“Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, king of the universe…” 

Hands held upright, thumbs together, palms out, index and middle fingers together, form a V 

with ring and pinky fingers together. 

 

Festivals: 

 Rosh Hashanah: “New Year” 

 Yom Kippur: “Day of Atonement” (highest holy day of all) 

 Sukkoth: “Feast of Booths” (a remembrance of living in the wilderness) 

 Shmini Atzeret: The close of the Sukkoth; “Please stay one more day” 

 Simhat Torah: Coincides with Shmini Atzeret; carry the Torah around the synagogue 

seven times. 

[NOTE: The festivals above occur in the first month of the Jewish year.] 

 Pesach: “Passover” 

 Shavuot: Celebrates the giving of the Ten Commandments on from Mt. Sinai. 

 

Sabbath: 

From sundown Friday evening to sundown Saturday evening. 

No “work” is allowed, and that is defined in great detail in Jewish sources. 

 

Passover: 

An feast celebrating the exodus from Egypt and delivery from slavery, must be observed forever. 

No leaven (yeast) may be eaten for that week. 

 

Dietary Laws 

 No pork or shellfish 

 Cannot mix milk and meat products: Deut 14:21: “Do not cook a young goat in its 

mother’s milk.” 

 Kosher: Acceptable Jewish foods (usually indicated with a circled “K” or “U”) 

 Pareve: Neither milk nor meat (nor anything made in whole or part from them) 


